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Sikandar observes that it occurred in A.D. 1524. Firishta calls the Gujarat
Viceroy Kowam-ool-Moolk while Sikandar styles him as Kiwamul-Mulk.
Besides even these apparently trifling differences, contradictions more serious
can also be discovered.1

Sikandar, the chronicler, tells us how the Gir-assias induced the Ratja to
raid Wadnagar, when he was camping near Ahmadnagar. He relates :
" The Gujarat Giriassias who were with the Ra$a said : " If you do not
choose to go to Ahmedabad, Wadnagar is near at hand, you should take it
and return. The inhabitants of Wadnagar are merchants and have much
gold, so your army will return laden with much booty."2 The Rai.ia apparent-
ly followed this advice and turned his forces towards that town. The
Brahmins of Wadnagar were however spared from slaughter, though not
from taxation, for as Sikandar says, the Rana after " taking from them some
tribute " departed thence, encamped near and attacked Bisanagar and Vissal-
nagar and returned via Idar to his own country.-'1

AN ATTEMPT TO EXTERMINATE THE GIRASSIAS

The Ginassias must have continued to be a turbulent people in Gujarat
until the advent of the Sultan Mahmud III. This sovereign, towards the
latter half of the sixteenth century, (viz. from A.D. 1546-1553) made a
serious attempt to stamp out their atrocities. This decision, however, came
to a crisis in a rather strange way. Mahmud III aspired to conquer Malwa
and he conferred about this matter with his vazlr Asaf Khan. This prime
minister offered him the following advice : " I shall show you how to come
by a country not less possibly, but more important than Malwa. The
fourth part of your proixjr dominions is enjoyed under the name of Want a
by Rajput Gimssias (or land holders). These estates comprise lands which
can support a standing army of 25,000 horse. These lands if resumed from
the Rajputs, would increase the army and bring the conquest of Malwa within
the range of easy feasibility.** The Sultan listened to his counsel and
began to attend to the Giras Jagirs. The Gimssias of Idar and Sirohi,
Oungarpur, Buswara, Lunwar, Rajpipla, and the banks of the Mahi and Do-
had, betaking themselves to the villages of the frontier commenced to disturb
the country, The Sultan began to strengthen the frontier posts by establish-
ing one at Sirohi, another at Idar, at the places named. In a short time
neither name nor sign of Koli or Rajput remained in the country, except
those that actually worked at the plough, and these too were known by being
branded on the right arm, and if any Rajput or Koli was found without the
brand-mark he was killed "4

It is interesting at this stage to note that there was obviously a change
in the i>olicy meted out towards the Girissiaa First, the fact comes to light
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